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Hot Chocolate with the Head – Mrs Grey, Principal

I had another lovely meeting with some of our shining stars across the school last Friday. They gave both
myself and our Head Girl some great feedback about the school and how they are getting on in their
lessons, and all the other areas of school life.
Year 7 are absolutely loving working digitally and tell me that their teachers are doing a super job of
planning lessons! Year 8 told me that they much prefer the timetable having five one hour lessons a day,
rather than three 100 minute lessons, they all reported that they prefer the pace and the variety of their
day that this brings. Year 10 report that their lessons are settled and that they feel that student
attitudes to learning has improved considerably; this is great to hear as the school has worked hard with
individuals who struggled to get back into a routine after the lockdown. Year 11 told me that they were
nervous about their mocks but at the same time feel that they have the tools to support them to revise
and that they had plenty of resources available to them.
One area which all students agreed should be an area of focus was around the use of poor language
from some students. We are looking at this as part of our journey towards becoming a UNICEF Rights
Respecting School. Our Year 11s are also starting to think about their next steps and college applications
and whilst they are a little anxious about this, they know they will gain the support they need through
our Careers education programme and personalised interviews.

I have been exceptionally proud of the student body over the past few weeks. This week we had some
very important visits; PCC came in to look at our Student Engagement Department and were delighted
with the support this team is able to offer some of our most vulnerable students. We also had a visit
from Stephen Morgan MP, Peter Kyle MP, the Head of Microsoft Education UK and the Times
Educational Supplement this week to look at our work with the city on digital learning. Our students
were incredibly articulate about how our digital systems are supporting their learning and all our visitors
have subsequently emailed me to let me know how blown away they were by both the school staff and
the students.

Message from Mr Dolphin, Senior Vice Principal
Dear Parents,
There have been several communications that have been sent out this week and I would ask that you
please ensure that you have read them. As ever, if you have any questions that are unanswered in the
weekly bulletin/individual letters, please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Regards,
Lee Dolphin
Senior Vice Principal

Important Dates
Monday 27th September to Friday 8th October
• Year 11 Mock Exams
Tuesday 5th October – Early Dismissal
• Year 9/10/11 dismissed at 1:20pm
• Year7/8 dismissed at 2:00 pm
Tuesday 5th October
• Open Evening 4:30pm to 6:30pm
Wednesday 6th October – Period 2 start to lessons
• Year 9/10/11 start at 10:00am
• Year7/8 start at 10:20am
Tuesday 12th October
• Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutor’ Evening

At-Home Lateral Flow Testing
We would like to remind parents that throughout September, that it is advised that all students are to
continue with the at-home lateral flow testing.
Year Group
11
10
9
8
7

1st Weekly Test
Evening of Friday 24 September
Evening of Saturday 25 September
Evening of Sunday 26 September
Evening of Monday 27 September
Evening of Tuesday 28 September

2nd Weekly Test
Evening of Tuesday 28 September
Evening of Wednesday 29 September
Evening of Thursday 30 September
Evening of Friday 1 October
Evening of Saturday 2 October

If your child’s test result is positive, we ask you to inform us by either emailing
absence@theportsmouthacademy.org.uk or completing the digital form at https://bit.ly/3eL9VHM

21:21 Skills for the 21st Century Digital Learner – Mrs Gough, Associate
Leader
The students here at The Portsmouth Academy (Year 7) are working hard to ensure that they have the
‘Future Ready Skills’ that they need for their future. The 21 key skills they are working on include:

One important skill many students struggle with is typing and using a keyboard effectively. Some are more used to
touch screens and are slower at using a conventional keyboard. Here is a link to a typing tutor website, free and no
sign-up required. It has a typing test, lessons they can work through and ‘games’ to develop the typing speed and
accuracy that is needed. Practice makes perfect 😊
TypingTest.com - Complete a Typing Test in 60 Seconds!

Heads of Year
Year 7 – Miss Piper
Thank you so much for your continued support with Year 7 and their transition to secondary school. They
are settling in really well and making us all very proud already. They were the highest year group for habit
points last week and 7SCO and 7GRZ won doughnuts in the attendance challenge. I want to take this
opportunity to remind you of the Classcharts app and to download it to follow your child’s progress in
school. Please email me if you need your unique log in details and I can send them home with your child.
Date for your diary: 12th October is ‘Meet the Tutor’ Evening. More details will come out shortly.

Year 8 – Mr Lock
Another successful week from Team #2025. I am incredibly proud of the 48 students who have already
achieved their 25+ habit point postcard, these students will be celebrated in assembly!
This week's assembly theme will be how to be a valuable member of the community. This will lead on
from last week’s PSHE theme of teamwork and leadership. The students worked in small groups to build
mini paper towers with limited equipment. The communication and resourcefulness from all groups was
particularly pleasing.
Don’t forget to celebrate reading at home through the Accelerated Reader programme.
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body”
(Sir Richard Steele)

Year 9 – Mr M. Smith
I am really pleased with the enthusiasm the year group are continuing to show this term. I have already
sent a high number of postcards home for students who have earnt more than 25 habit points, and I’m
confident many will be earning their star badges before long!
Please could you continue to check your child leaves for school in the correct uniform in the morning.
Overall, uniform looks great – thanks for your support with this.
In assembly this week, Mr. Hatherley talked about respect and what that means around our school. Could
you please continue this conversation with your child at home?
Many thanks,
Mr. Smith
PSHE Theme: Healthy Living

Year 10 – Mr Parnell
I am pleased to report that the year group are continuing with their positive start to Year 10 and their
formal start to GCSE subjects. The atmosphere in the options subjects has been particularly pleasing to
witness.
We will be focusing on careers and future options in assemblies and PSHE lessons for the first half-term.
Students will be planning their ‘dream job’, whilst considering all options. They will be given the
opportunity to research colleges and courses available to them as they look to their life after TPA. Please
do take the time to discuss this with them at home.
Regards,
Mr Parnell and Mr Snookes
PSHE Theme: Planning for the future

Year 11 – Miss Hart
Students are continuing to work hard for their mock exams next week. Please can you support the
process by making sure they get sufficient rest, breakfast on the days of their mocks, a quiet space at
home for them to work and are fully equipped with pens for their exams. If you require any support or
would like further information on how you can support with their mock exams, please don’t hesitate to
contact me: s.hart@tsatrust.org.uk

Literacy Home Learning – Miss Fraser, Associate Leader
Year 7 & 8
The English department at TPA believe that being able to read is the most important skill a child needs.
Without strong reading skills, a child’s life chances and opportunities for success are greatly decreased.
We do everything we can to ensure that your child can read at age related expectations by the time
they reach KS4.
Help us support your child by encouraging them to engage with the reading and literacy home learning
programme we offer. Below are the details of the English home learning schedule that your child will be
expected to follow.

Please note, The Link is open daily from 3-4pm for homework support. There are loan devices available
and a team of Student Engagement Workers to support your child should they need it. If you would like
more information about purchasing a device for your child please see: https://www.tsatrust.org.uk/oneone-devices/

If your child has forgotten their log in details for any of these programmes please ask them to speak
directly to their class teacher. Or, you can email Miss Fraser (Associate Lead for English and Literacy)
directly at c.fraser@tsatrust.org.uk

What is Lexia Power Up Literacy?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJ7PTstf1R8

What is Accelerated Reader?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDSOfKeTfCk

What is Reading Progress?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z9g0-rzT8lE

Maths Clubs

Attendance – Mrs Blake and Miss Osborne
Top Tutor Attendance Stats!
Best Tutor Group
7KEL
8GAM
9HON
10SMC
11YOU

Percentage
100
95.8
88.5
95.7
87.5

A massive well done to 7KEL hitting the top spot with 100% attendance this week! Each member of the
tutor group will receive their reward on Monday morning in assembly. #TPAattendancesuperstars
Attendance Attack is making a comeback!! All pupils who attend
on time for the whole day will receive a habit point! Next week,
Attendance Attack is taking place on Friday 1st October! Let’s keep
the attendance celebrations flowing! #missschoolmissout
#TPAattendanceattack
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