The
Portsmouth Academy

Week 6B

Parent Bulletin

w/c 11 Oct 2021

Hot Chocolate with the Headteacher – Mrs Grey, Principal

Both Mr Dolphin and I were able to take the time to meet with a range of students for Hot Chocolate
last week. We discussed the current reward system and they were able to articulate what they loved
about it, and where the system could be improved.
All the children said they really valued our 'Class Accolade' process. This is where a teacher is able to
acknowledge the learning of the whole class being at such a level they wish for a member of the Senior
Leadership Team, or Pastoral Team, to come along and praise the class. All students are then rewarded
with a positive habit point. On some days we have had as many as 28 of these, which shows how
fantastic the learning across the Academy is. All the children also love it when postcards are sent home
by tutors, class teachers and Heads of Year to recognise their achievements. Unfortunately, not all of
the children we met with had yet received these and so we have notified the relevant staff members
and asked that this be completed asap.
Some of their ideas for further rewards were...movie nights, whole school events for all those who have
achieved well, more focus on house competition in assemblies, and a follow up reward trip for those
who could not go at the end of last year due to the need to self isolate.
Once again it was a pleasure to meet with the children and I very much look forward to my next hot
chocolate!

GL Assessments – Miss French, Assistant Principal for KS3
Year 8 GL Assessments in English, Maths and Science: 11th – 15th October 2021
Week beginning 11th October 2021, all Year 8 students will be completing their GL assessments. These
assessments are national progress tests and will be completed in Maths, Science and English over the
course of the week in normal lesson time with their subject teachers. Each assessment will be done
online using a school device and the students do not need to revise before the assessment.
For information, please check your child’s tutor group to see which days their assessments will fall on.

Tutors will remind the children when they are completing each assessment, but please use this for
reference to help prepare your child each day.
If you have a set of cabled headphones with a jack attachment, please allow your child to bring those to
school (there are low cost options for these available) next week for each of their assessments.
If you have any questions please direct them to tutors in the first instance.

Important Dates
Tuesday 12th October
Year 7 ‘Meet the Tutors’ Evening
Wednesday 20th October
Year 11 Intervention Evening
Friday 22nd October
INSET Day – School closed to students
Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October
Half Term

At-Home Lateral Flow Testing
We would like to remind parents that it is advised that all students are to continue with the at-home
lateral flow testing.

Year Group
11
10
9
8
7

1st Weekly Test
Evening of Friday 15th October
Evening of Saturday 16th October
Evening of Sunday 17th October
Evening of Monday 18th October
Evening of Tuesday 19th October

2nd Weekly Test
Evening of Tuesday 19th October
Evening of Wednesday 20th October
Evening of Thursday 21st October
Evening of Friday 22nd October
Evening of Saturday 23rd October

If your child’s test result is positive, we ask you to inform us by either emailing
absence@theportsmouthacademy.org.uk or completing the digital form at https://bit.ly/3eL9VHM

Heads of Year
Year 7 – Miss Piper
Reminder that it is ‘Meet the Tutor’ evening on Tuesday 12th October and you will have had your
allocated time emailed to you. Please let me know if you did not receive this.
In PSHE next week Year 7 will be completing their PASS tests. These tests help us determine your child’s
learning style so that teachers are able to adapt their lessons to support.

Year 8 – Mr Lock
#Team2025 are up to 55% of the year group on 25+ habit points which is excellent, coupled with the feelgood factor of a 4-2 victory in the local football derby. This week's assembly topic is 'Be kind, be polite
and be respectful' which will address how the pupils should be conducting themselves in lessons, at break
and lunch and over social media. With only two weeks left until half term there is still plenty of time to
gain extra habit points in the e-platform reading competition.
Finally, can I please ask that all parents access the Class Charts parent app as soon as possible. Our aim is
to complete as much, if not all communication through the app which will also give you a detailed
breakdown of your child’s behaviour, both positive and negative. If you need further login instructions
please contact your child’s tutor.

Year 10 – Mr M. Smith
Thank you for your continued support with your child's uniform. As the weather gets colder, we will of
course see students wearing their coats to school. Could you please remind your child that their coat
must not be worn in the building? I would also like to remind you that hoodies are not part of the uniform
and will be confiscated if they are worn in school.
PSHE Theme: Mental Health

Year 10– Mr Parnell
Thank you to all of those parents who have downloaded and are using ‘Class Charts’. It is an incredibly
powerful tool for communicating transparently between staff and parents. You will be able to see both
positive and negative entries made for your child.
We have also noticed a lot of the Year 10 students using the app themselves in order to monitor their
very own ‘wagon wheel’ - hopefully it will look like the one below!

We continue our careers theme in PSHE lessons and I am delighted that Portsmouth College are
delivering an assembly next week for our students. I am very keen that students have a focus and
direction very early on in their GCSE studies; this will help them to aim for a bright future.
Regards,
Mr Parnell and Mr Snookes
PSHE Theme: Career choices – my future after TPA

Year 11 – Miss Hart
After a tough week last week, the majority of the year group have continued to make us proud. Lots of
them have been talking to me about the college open evenings they have attended and are starting to
discuss with me their plans for when they leave TPA. Please continue to have these discussions at home
as this can support in the application process which we are currently covering in PSHE lessons.
Just a gentle reminder that hoodies are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn on the
school premises. Please can you contact myself or Mr Denman if there is an emergency issue with
uniform so that we can arrange for your child to have a uniform pass. It has also been noticed that
students are not arriving equipped for lesson, please can you ensure your students has the necessary
equipment with them for school.
Thank you all for your support.
All the best,
Miss Hart

Nellie the Recycling Fish by the Eco Schools Club
Nellie joined TPA on the 20th of September, and stayed
until the 7th of October. She encouraged many
students and staff to put more effort into recycling
their plastic bottles and aluminium cans.
Altogether, we recycled 1137 bottles and 807 cans, a
fantastic effort and a big well done to everybody that
contributed. Particular thanks to members of the Eco
Schools Club who kindly helped empty Nellie each
week and count up all the bottles and cans. Also, a
thank you to the Eco Warriors from Meon Juniors and
New Horizons who helped feed Nellie. Finally, an
enormous thank you to the Final Straw Foundation for letting Nellie come to visit TPA.

Journeys Festival International at St Mary’s Church

15th – 24th October 2021
9am – Noon or 7 – 9pm
St Mary’s will be co-hosting a major light and sound installation as part of a national festival. It is
interactive and reflects on the experience of Refugees.
Please book here: https://mailchi.mp/artreach.biz/jfiports2021celebrationevent4821942?e=0dda71f729
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