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Message from Mr Dolphin, Senior Vice Principal

Dear Parents,
I hope that you had an enjoyable and restful Christmas period. Thank you so much for your support with
our phased return back to school testing of all students before they return full time. We have had some
wonderful feedback about the quality of work produced during the period of remote learning.
I would like to take the opportunity to remind you that it is a national requirement for students to wear
face coverings in the school building at all times until at least 26th January 2022. As per Miss Sheppard's
letter before Christmas, it makes life a lot easier if students arrive to school correctly equipped with
their face covering and understanding that it is a requirement for them to wear it at all times. In doing
so, they reduce any opportunities for challenge which in some cases leads to unnecessary conflict. I am
asking for your cooperation in this matter as by us all working together, the opportunity to put learning
first at the heart of everything we are doing becomes a lot easier. Thank you.
With the new year comes new staff joining our wonderful #TeamTPA! I would like to welcome:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dr Alasah - Teacher of Geography
Mr Crouch - Teacher of English
Mr Farrar - Student Engagement Worker
Miss Bee - Student Engagement Worker
Mr Houston - Student Engagement Worker
Mrs McLeod - Student Engagement Worker
Miss Friend - Student Medical and Wellbeing Officer
Mrs Clewley - Senior DT Technician
Miss Jones - Receptionist & Admin Assistant
Miss Audin - Midday Meals Supervisor

Have a wonderful term!
Regards,
Mr L Dolphin

Making Excellence a Habit– Mr Hatherley, Vice Principal
The school have implemented some new rule changes for the start of the new term.
Break and Lunch
• No food and drink are to be consumed in the school corridors. Food purchased from the canteen
must be eaten in Dining Hall.
• Food bought outside from the Grab and Go or the Cube must be eaten outside and any rubbish
must be put into the bin.
Truancy/Lateness
• Teachers will be logging on Class Charts how many minutes students are late and Heads of Year
will be monitoring this data. The Behaviour Team will pick up any students truanting around the
school and action sanctions. Students who are truanting will be put in Internal Exclusion.
Coats in building and corridors
• Coats can be worn in corridors and lessons to ensure there are no barriers to ventilation in
classrooms.
Masks
• Masks should be worn in classrooms and communal areas, so students need to take
responsibility for this.
Attendance
It is important that all students attend school and are on time each day. Please make sure your child is
on time with full school uniform. If a student is late they will receive a 20 minute late detention. School
starts at 8.40am so all students need to be on site and ready to learn by this time. Being late is
unacceptable. We will be monitoring uniform at the gates, and if students have incorrect uniform, we
will be calling parents and directing students home to change into correct uniform. If you have issues
with uniform, please contact the school.

Date for Your Diaries
We invest a lot of time into our staff training to ensure that your child receives the very best teaching
and learning experience in the classroom. As an example, since September, our training has been
focusing on knowledge and retrieval so that teachers have a teaching ‘toolkit’ to help children to
identify and ‘plug’ their knowledge gaps following periods of lockdown. This year, to enable our staff
time to immerse themselves further in this essential training, we will be closing school at lunch time on
Tuesday 15th March and Wednesday 22nd June and students will be provided with work to complete
at home. Please note, if students receive a meal in the canteen, they will still be able to do this before
leaving the site. Could you please make any necessary arrangements for your child to return home
safely on these two dates.

At-Home Lateral Flow Testing
We would like to remind parents that it is advised that all students are to continue with the at-home
lateral flow testing.
Year Group
11
10

1st Weekly Test
Evening of Friday 7th January
Evening of Saturday 8th January

2nd Weekly Test
Evening of Tuesday 11th January
Evening of Wednesday 12th January

9
8
7

Evening of Sunday 9th January
Evening of Monday 10th January
Evening of Tuesday 11th January

Evening of Thursday 13th January
Evening of Friday 14th January
Evening of Saturday 15th January

If your child’s test result is positive, we ask you to inform us by either emailing
absence@theportsmouthacademy.org.uk or completing the digital form at https://bit.ly/3eL9VHM

Heads of Year
Year 7 – Miss Piper
Welcome back and a happy New Year! I hope you have had a restful holiday.
This week, Year 7 return to face-to-face lessons in school. As you are aware the guidance on face masks
has changed and all children need to return to wearing them in corridors and classrooms. They will be the
last year group to physically attend school, therefore can I please remind you all that it is a government
requirement for them to provide their own masks.
As the weather gets colder we have relaxed our rules around coats in the building as we have to open
windows. However, please be reminded that a hoodie is not a coat and is not acceptable at school.
Many thanks,
Miss Piper and Mrs Bothma-Lubbe
PSHE Theme: PSHE for this week focusses on respect and will cover the 3 pillars of respect:
- Respect for the school building
- Respect for each other
- Respect online

Year 8 – Mr Lock
It was lovely to see #Team2025 back in school today. All of the students I spoke to were pleased to be
back and have taken on board the clear messages they received in their PSHE lesson about RESPECT.
I will be conducting several ‘learning walks’ in year 8 lessons over the next fortnight to ensure all students
are settling back into school life. As always if you need to contact the school regarding your child you
should send a Class Charts message or email to their tutor.
COVID Updates - All students will need to bring in their own masks to school which should be one which
is plain in colour without any printing or writing on. Due to the need to ventilate all buildings, windows
will be open so we have relaxed the rules on wearing coats inside. Coats may be worn in lessons at the
teacher’s discretion.
PSHE Theme: PSHE for this week focusses on respect and will cover the 3 pillars of respect:
•
•
•

Respect for the school building
Respect for each other
Respect online

Year 9 – Mr M. Smith
Welcome back! I hope you have had a restful Christmas break.
This week, Year 9 have returned to two PSHE lessons, with a third one on Monday. The focus of these
PSHE lessons is:
-

Respect for the school building
Respect for each other
Respect online

We are targeting our Year 9s for this to remind them of our expectations of them in the way they conduct
themselves towards our school environment and each other. If you could please continue a conversation
around this at home, I would appreciate it.
As the weather gets colder we have relaxed our rules around coats in the building. However, please be
reminded that a hoodie is not a coat and is not acceptable at school.
Many thanks,
Mr. Smith
PSHE Theme: Respect in our Community

Year 10– Mr Parnell
Welcome back!
The Year 10s will be starting their mock exams on Monday 10th January. Obviously, this is a quick
turnaround from starting back in school on Friday 7th January! Please support them with this transition
and be mindful that this is the first time that they have sat mock exams. I am very keen that they are in
good habits, despite the fact that they are in their classrooms and not in the Sports Hall. The message I
have shared via an assembly is that the harder they revise and prepare, the easier the actual mock exam
will be.
Thanks,
Mr Parnell
PSHE Theme: PSHE for this half-term focusses on respect and will cover the 3 pillars of respect:
- Respect for the school building
- Respect for each other
- Respect online

Year 11 – Miss Hart
Welcome back as we enter the final full term for Year 11 at TPA.
This week, students came back with great attitudes and were focussed on their learning. As of next week,
students will be independently revising in tutor time and the students were given all the equipment they
need for this, this week.
TPA points were also introduced to the year group this week and students will be collecting these through
habit points, punctuality and attendance. This will help the students to get the recognition they deserve

from teachers and collecting 250 will give them the opportunity to attend the end of year reward trip and
prom.
Students only have 20 school days until their next set of mock examinations. They should be revising at
home and be creating revision timetables to focus their revision. They will be receiving sessions in tutor
time on how best to revise. Please do ask them about these.
Have a great week.
Miss Hart

Year 11 Countdown
There are

72 school days left until GCSE exams begin.

Safeguarding – Mrs Rhodes, Designated Safeguarding Lead
NSPCC
To make sure you have the information you need to help keep children safe online, NSPCC have added
lots of new content on their online safety hub. Organised by topic, NSPCC have pages for social media,
online gaming and parental controls. NSPCC can also help with more difficult conversations around
sharing nudes, inappropriate content and online reporting.
Explore NSPCC online safety hub
Online sexual harassment
The Children’s Commissioner for England has launched a guide and summary poster for parents and
carers about online sexual harassment and how they can support children to stay safe online. Issues
covered include: online pornography; pressure to send nude pictures; sexualised bullying; editing
pictures and body image; and peer pressure. The guide includes a list of additional resources and
sources of support.
Read the press release: Talking to your child about online sexual harassment: a guide for parents
Download the guidance: Parents guide: talking to your child about online sexual harassment (PDF)
Download the poster: Talking to your child about online sexual harassment (PDF)
Revenge Porn Helpline and SWGfL Announce the Launch of StopNCII.org
The Revenge Porn Helpline, operated by SWGfL, is delighted to announce the launch of StopNCII.org. We have
worked closely with Meta to develop a new platform to protect people threatened with the sharing of intimate
images without consent. Find out more in this article.

House Competitions – Miss Masters
The week beginning 10th January is DEAR week. Please remind your child to bring a reading book to
school every day.

Online Safety

